Arts Council of Wales – Contact us
Telephone:

0845 8734 900
(9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday)

SMS:

07797 800 504
(messages charged at your standard network rate)

Email:

information@artscouncilofwales.org.uk

Website:

www.artscouncilofwales.org.uk

Twitter:

@Arts_Wales_

Alternative and accessible formats
We launched our online application process in April 2012, but we remain committed to
being accessible and to offering application processes that are open to everyone. So if
you’re unable to use our online process, for example if you’re disabled or cannot get access
to a computer, please get in touch. We’ll work with you to find other ways for you to apply
that are more suited to your specific needs.
We can also make arrangements to support applicants whose first language is not English
or Welsh.

The Arts Council of Wales is committed to
making information available in large print,
Braille, British Sign Language, Easy Read and on
audio. We’ll endeavour to provide information in
languages other than Welsh or English on
request.
We implement an Equal Opportunities Policy.
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Welcome
We believe in the power of the arts to transform people's lives and to change communities.
We believe that everybody in Wales should have access to quality arts experiences and have
the opportunity to take part in and enjoy the arts. We believe that artists need to be
supported to develop their talents and should have the opportunity to develop their careers.
Without the artist there is no art. The success of the arts in Wales depends on the
imagination and creativity of our artists, the quality of their creative work and the value that
we, as a society, attach to their endeavours. We want to create a dynamic, sustainable and
fertile environment in which ambitious, enterprising and talented artists can grow and
flourish. These are the drivers for our funding of individuals.

Why do we offer Arts Grants for Individuals?
Our Arts Grants for Individuals provide targeted support for artists and practitioners living
and primarily working in Wales. We’re particularly looking to invest in talented and
professional individuals who are at a tipping point in their careers, where a purposeful
financial investment can assist them in taking their work to a new level of achievement.
We are also determined to see the widest possible range of individuals accessing our
funding. We want to ensure that the individuals that we fund develop a comprehensive
knowledge and understanding of diversity and equality. We want to see more equal access
to the arts, so we want our funding to work harder at reaching those people who are
affected by inequality. We also want to celebrate the role the arts can play in advancing
equality, including fostering good relations between people who are affected by inequality
and those who are not.
Our Arts Grants for Individuals are for professional artists and practitioners. They’re
designed to achieve the following objectives:


To identify and nurture creative talent – by championing excellence, innovation and
enterprise, we invest in artists at important stages in their careers, helping them to
develop and grow their work in a sustainable way. We encourage the development of
creative and technical skills that improve artistic quality and business resilience



To increase the quality and range of artistic work produced in Wales – across all the
artforms we want the widest possible audiences across Wales to enjoy work that is
inspiring, entertaining and enriching



To encourage artistic collaborations – we believe in the value of partnership; we
encourage individual artists to work closely with venues, galleries and other presenters,
so that the work they create can reach the widest possible audiences
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To confront inequalities and advance equality through the arts – we celebrate the role
the arts can play in breaking down barriers and fostering good relations between
different groups of people. We support projects that make the arts more equal and that
help people understand each other



To help artists achieve more sustainable careers – we want to help creative individuals
to be more financially resilient, able to market and exploit their work, for example by
presenting creative work at industry recognised events and trade fairs



To help the best of Wales’ artists develop their work on a world stage – we support
projects that encourage international exchange and open up new international markets
for Wales’ artists



To support the research and development of new ideas – we encourage creative
individuals to take risks; not recklessly but because we believe that they should have the
space and time to experiment and pursue a compelling artistic vision that takes them
beyond their usual creative practice



To help artists purchase essential equipment – we can contribute to certain capital items
that might be needed for a specific project

We know that a skilled artist can work successfully in a wide variety of different settings.
However, we believe that certain types of project are better managed through a partnership
with an established organisation. So for example, we won’t fund an individual to work with
children, young people or vulnerable adults, nor will we support individual-led participation
projects. In these cases we’d expect an established organisation to be the applicant.

Essential checks: Are you eligible to apply?
To be eligible you need to:


Live in Wales



Be a professional artist or practitioner whose work is mainly based in Wales



Be over 18



Not be in full-time education (either at school, college or university)



Be able to provide evidence of your track record of creating artistic work for
presentation to audiences



Have an awareness and understanding of Equal Opportunities and be able to provide
evidence of how you reflect equality and diversity in your creative work



Not be in default on any financial agreement with the Arts Council of Wales
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Ghost Parade, Ebbw Vale, Stefhan Caddick (image: Warren Orchard)

Essential checks: Is your project suitable for our funding?
We can only consider applications for projects that are suitable for our funding. Our online
system will help you do this by using a checklist each time you select a new application
form.
There are some types of project that we cannot fund. Most particularly we cannot fund
activities that are not related to the arts. We often get asked about education funding.
However, we’re unable to fund full-time or part-time undergraduate or postgraduate
courses in further or higher education institutions, which are the responsibility of other
funders. Nor can we fund individual tuition, lessons or vocational training.
To be suitable for funding your project needs to:


Take place mainly in Wales. We will consider a training or development opportunity

that is outside Wales if it cannot currently be sourced in Wales, and we will consider
up to 15% of total project costs for touring outside Wales


Be additional to your usual professional practice



Be time-limited. By this we mean it has definite start and end dates
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Have a project start date that allows enough time for a thorough planning and
preparation period if funding is awarded



Consist entirely of activity that hasn’t started yet, so that our funding will not be used
retrospectively. By this we mean no costs that you have either paid or agreed to pay



Not include prizes, catering, gifts, fireworks, competitive events or purely promotional
activity



Have partnership or match funding



You’ll also be asked to confirm that you understand and accept that a range of
supporting information needs to be included with your application form

Depending on which form you’ve selected you may be asked to confirm additional
suitability statements.

Troelli, Ann Catrin Evans
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What grants are available?
We place artistic quality firmly at the heart of our decisions. We want to support activity that
has the greatest possible impact and that creates the widest possible access to the arts
across Wales. And we’re determined to only fund activity that meets our strategic objectives.
Apart from Creative Wales Awards (we publish separate guidelines for these grants), we
offer two kinds of grant to individuals:
Small Grants (from £250 to a maximum of £5,000)
These grants are open to application at any time. They support smaller scale or pilot
projects, or make a contribution to a larger project with several other funding partners. If
you’re applying to us for the first time your application will be at this level to enable you to
demonstrate that you can manage public funds effectively. The maximum grant will be 90%
of your total eligible project costs.
Large Grants (from £5,001 to a maximum of £25,000)
These grants are open to application four times a year. They support larger scale
production projects in any artform, or make a contribution to a very large production
project with several other funding partners. These projects are led by individual artists, but
must demonstrate a formal partnership with a venue, gallery or other presenter who has
agreed to present and/or tour the work, ensuring tangible production outcomes for
audiences. The maximum grant will be 90% of your total eligible project costs.
We offer grants under the following Funding Priorities


Business and market development



Creating or commissioning new work for production or touring



Music industry development



Research and development



Training, mentoring and continuing professional development (CPD)

Return to Contents page
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What we expect from every applicant
We’re very clear that our mission is focussed on:



Supporting the creation of great art



Encouraging more people to enjoy and take part in the arts



Growing the arts economy



Insisting on the best practice in project planning, governance, financial
management and organisational development

We use Funding Priorities to help us make choices between competing applications. This
means that we’ll only consider applications for projects that fit strongly with those Funding
Priorities.
However, some things are so fundamental to us that we expect all applicants to take them
into account:


High artistic quality is central to all our decisions. We expect you to demonstrate this
convincingly in your response to the assessment question about Artistic quality



Audiences are vital to the success of the arts. We expect you to show that you have
carefully considered your target audiences and demonstrate how you will excite them
about your work, in your response to the assessment question about Public benefit



Wales is a bilingual nation. We expect you to reflect this appropriately in your
response to the assessment question about Public benefit



We’re especially keen to extend the reach of our funding into areas of acknowledged
deprivation (for example Communities First). We expect you to demonstrate how
you’re going to do that in your response to the assessment question about Public

benefit


We want the arts to be more inclusive and we want to help artists develop their
awareness of equality and diversity. We know there are groups of people who are less
likely to engage with the arts (as an example, recent research indicates that disabled
people are particularly under-represented as beneficiaries of arts funding). We want
to reach more of those people, we expect you to demonstrate how you are going to
do this in your response to the assessment question about Public benefit
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You’ll find more information about this in the Essential Help Notes. The notes give you
detailed advice on what we’re looking for with each question and the range of supporting
information you will need to attach to the application.
Multiple applications
We want funded individuals to have the opportunity to manage their projects to a successful
conclusion. We’re also keen to ensure that our funding is spread as widely as possible.
Therefore we’ll limit the number of awards that an individual can hold at any one time in
any twelve-month period. The determining factor will be the project start date. This means
that an individual can normally hold a maximum of one ‘live’ grant per year, whatever its
value.
However, there are a number of developmental activities that we want to encourage. So
we’ll relax the ‘one application’ rule for certain types of projects. This is also noted on the
relevant Funding Priority page:


Research and development – one of these grants and a follow up project grant can
both be held within the same twelve month period



Training, mentoring and continuing professional development (CPD) – one of these
grants can be held alongside another grant

We’ll look at an individual’s capacity to manage multiple projects when we consider any
extra applications. While we’ll judge each one on its own merit, we’ll be discouraging
individuals from applying for too many grants at once.
Sometimes we’ll consider making specific arrangements
To help us target our funding we can make specific arrangements in certain cases. These
must be discussed and agreed with us before you apply:


If you’re disabled you can apply for funding towards access costs you’ll incur in
delivering your project. These costs will be considered in addition to the artistic project
costs and we’ll consider allowing your application to exceed the maximum grant level



If you cannot accept Lottery funding for religious reasons, you can include a letter with
your application explaining why this is the case. If we decide to award a grant, we’ll try
to fund your project from a non-Lottery source. Please note that such funding is very
limited, so we can’t guarantee to be able to do this
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Funding Priority Checklist
As you might expect, we receive many requests for financial support and have to turn down
many good applications because there is not enough money available to fund every project
proposal. Our approach is always to fund the proposals which have best demonstrated that
they’ll be of high quality and which present the most persuasive case for support when
assessed against our Funding Priorities.
Over the next few pages we’ll explain what we’re looking for under each Funding Priority,
whether Small or Large Grants are available, what supporting information or documents
you’ll need to provide and a reminder of when you can apply.

Return to Contents page
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Business and market development

Support for individual artists in Wales to achieve more sustainable and financially
resilient careers

It is difficult for creative individuals to establish a financially viable and sustainable career
in the arts. So we’ll consider projects that support you to find new ways of becoming more
sustainable and more enterprising.
It’s all about growth and development – identifying imaginative and innovative solutions to
familiar challenges. For example, we’ll look at projects that help you to develop new skills,
develop a business or to find new ways of commercially exploiting your work. This might
include your ideas to diversify into new markets or find additional ways of generating
income.
For some artists, ‘sustainability’ also means looking at projects that enable greener ways of
working. We’re keen to encourage everyone that we work with to be creative in reducing
their environmental impact.
We’re particularly keen to support projects that:
a) enable you to take up an official invitation to attend a recognised visual arts or crafts
fair, exhibition or performing arts showcase in the UK (support could be offered
towards fees or the costs of producing or assembling work)
b) enable you to use new technology to develop your business capability.
Checklist
Grants available:
Maximum % you can
apply for:
When you can apply:
How much time you
need to allow:
Documents you
must attach:

Small Grants from £250 to £5,000
Up to 90% of total eligible project costs
At any time
Six working weeks before your project can start
Your Artist CV, Budget, Marketing Plan or statement, at least two
Letters of support endorsing your project, Equal Opportunities
monitoring form

Return to Contents page
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Creating or commissioning new work for production or touring

Support to increase the quality and range of artistic work created and produced in
Wales for audiences in galleries and venues across Wales

We want audiences in Wales to enjoy the best arts activity that our country’s artists have to
offer. We want the range of work that the public experience in our galleries, concert halls,
venues and from our producers to be wider, broader and richer.
We’ll consider projects that create, commission or produce inventive, original, exciting,
inspiring and compelling artistic work for presentation to audiences in galleries and venues.
This can be in a single location, or touring more widely.
It’s very important to us that this work does find an audience. So we’ll be looking for clear
marketing and audience development plans that offer practical ways to attract and reach
out to new and different audiences.
You must be able to demonstrate that you’re working in partnership. We’ll want to see that
you’ve secured the involvement of at least one gallery or venue who’s agreed to be the
Creative Partner that will promote and present your work. This' will need to be supported by
evidence – at the very least a letter of support that includes a pledge to programme and
present your work, or a confirmed offer to invest funds – that shows genuine and convincing
commitment. For touring projects you’ll need to provide the provisional list of tour venues
that you’ve been in discussion with and provide letters of support from them endorsing your
project.
We’re particularly keen to support projects that:
a) target and reach family audiences
b) present new theatre writing or new choreography or new exhibition formats that have
been tested in a research and development process
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Checklist
Grants available:

Maximum % you can
apply for:
When you can apply:
How much time you
need to allow:
Documents you must
attach:

Notes:

Small Grants from £250 to £5,000 or
Large Grants from £5,001 to £25,000 (or up to £30,000 for
international production projects)
Up to 90% of total eligible project costs
Small Grants at any time or
Large Grants four times a year
Small Grants: six working weeks before your project can start or
Large Grants: nine working weeks after the deadline before your
project can start
Your Artist CV, Budget, Marketing Plan, written confirmation from
your Creative Partner to present your work, at least one other
Letter of support endorsing your project, Equal Opportunities
monitoring form
Touring projects must include provisional list of tour venues;
Up to 15% of total project costs can be for touring outside Wales

Return to Contents page
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Music industry development

Support for musicians and music entrepreneurs to become a part of a sustainable music
industry in Wales that has global reach

We welcome applications from musicians and music entrepreneurs under all our funding
priorities.
For example we can help get new artistic work created and presented to live audiences
across Wales with Creating or commissioning new work for production or touring grants;
we can help individuals improve their business sustainability through Business and market
development grants; and we can help individuals develop their knowledge and skills with
Training, mentoring and continuing professional development grants.

Music industry development grants, however, are uniquely available to individuals working
in the music industry in Wales. And they’re designed to meet some specific needs.
We believe that there’s a need to grow the music industry in Wales. We also know that the
infrastructure behind that industry is changing. Across the sector there’s now less financial
support available from record labels – the historic funders of talent development. Where
separate businesses do exist in Wales, such as labels and publishers, they’re looking for
new business models and ways of working to generate revenue so that they can continue
investing in artists.
As a result of these changes, musicians and music enterprises in Wales lack sufficient
financial resources to enable them to develop and promote their creative work for the home
and international markets. This inhibits the nurturing of new talent and makes developing a
sustainable business particularly challenging and it makes it harder to maximise the
commercial exploitation of original artistic work.
We want to help individuals working in the music industry respond to these challenges by
supporting the development of ‘the machinery’ of the sector as well as encouraging new
and innovative business partnerships between musicians and music enterprises.
So we’re looking to invest in projects that fill identified gaps in the existing business
infrastructure or that provide new linkages between different parts of the existing sector.
We’re also interested in projects that test the feasibility of innovative sector initiatives if they
can demonstrate real potential (these will be up to Small Grant level).
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We’re determined that this funding reaches a wider cross-section of the music sector. We’ll
prioritise musicians and music enterprises outside opera and symphonic genres.
We welcome applications from individuals working in the music sector in Wales such as
agents and managers, but don’t intend our funding to replace their core business. For
example, if a manager applied we wouldn’t fund their research into discovering new talent.
We also welcome applications from performers and promoters, but won’t be funding
projects that focus solely on the creation and recording or touring of new work.
What these applicants will have in common is they’ll at a tipping point in their career or
development path. They’ll be asking for investment for a fundamental change to what they
do in order to take them up to the next level.
For every project we need to see where and how our intervention will make it go ‘the extra
mile’. As this funding is about supporting the business infrastructure, we’ll expect to see a
coherent and convincing business case for any investment. All applicants will have to
demonstrate a strong track record in creating and/or investing in music of the highest
quality in Wales. Projects should be time-limited, but must deliver a lasting impact on the
applicant’s career.
We don’t want to limit the generation of ideas, but the projects that we’ll consider for this
funding will share some or all of the following characteristics:


An individual with a track record of high quality music work who’s at career tipping
point and needs additional investment to fulfil that potential



Demonstrable demand for the music from audiences and music sector partners where
a business case to fulfil that demand needs additional investment



Enables Welsh musicians or music entrepreneurs in Wales to retain intellectual
property and to actively exploit their creative work in a more commercial way at home
and abroad



WOMEX 13 brings unrivalled opportunities for the music industry in Wales. We
particularly welcome projects that will add demonstrably to the WOMEX legacy



An official invitation to perform at a key industry-facing showcase event (we can
contribute a maximum of £3,000 towards visa, travel and accommodation costs)



Feasibility or development work for new business models and innovative ways of
working that reach audiences or attract partner investment to increase sustainability
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Checklist
Grants available:
Maximum % you can
apply for:
When you can apply:
How much time you
need to allow:
Documents you must
attach:

Small Grants from £250 to £5,000
Up to 90% of total eligible project costs
At any time
Six working weeks before your project can start
Your Artist CV, Budget, Marketing Plan, at least two Letters of
support endorsing your project, Equal Opportunities monitoring
form

Return to Contents page
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Research and development

Support to encourage innovation, experimentation and the exploration of new creative
ideas (or ways of working)

The arts thrive on innovation and experimentation. We want to encourage artists to take
risks; not recklessly but because we believe that they should have the space and time to
experiment and pursue new ideas that take them beyond their usual creative practice.
We’ll consider projects that involve at least two individuals (or an individual and an
organisation) working in collaboration to develop artistic practice or creative ideas.
Projects can include the opportunity to present the work in progress to a test audience if
appropriate. In these cases we’d expect you to have plans in place to attract people to those
test performances or exhibitions.

Checklist
Grants available:
Maximum % you can
apply for:
When you can apply:
How much time you
need to allow:
Documents you must
attach:
Notes:

Small Grants from £250 to £3,000
Up to 90% of total eligible project costs
At any time
Six working weeks before your project can start
Your Artist CV, Budget, at least two Letters of support endorsing
your project, Equal Opportunities monitoring form
Exempt from the ‘one application’ rule (see page 8).

Return to Contents page
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Training, mentoring and continuing professional development (CPD)

Support to provide or access programmes of creative and career development for
Wales’ professional artists and practitioners

We want artists and practitioners to be enthusiastic and determined in developing creative
and technical skills that will improve the quality of their artistic work and improve their
business resilience. We’ll consider projects that enable individuals to improve their creative
or technical skills, improve their entrepreneurial, business, financial management or
fundraising skills. Projects can include industry-recognised training courses, coaching,
mentoring, masterclasses, apprenticeships and action learning sets.
Applicants should demonstrate how accessing the training and development opportunity will
advance their career and personal artistic development. If the opportunity is outside Wales
we’ll expect to see a detailed justification.
We’re particularly keen to support training and development opportunities that enable
professional artists and practitioners to:
a) develop and improve directing, choreographing, curating, programming and critical
writing skills
b) develop and improve skills and knowledge to work with children and young people
c) develop and improve skills and knowledge to work in Arts and Health settings
d) extend and deepen knowledge and understanding of diversity and equality
e) develop and improve business and management skills (including business planning,
fundraising, marketing, Clore Leadership Programme short courses)
f) develop and improve skills and knowledge to achieve better commercial exploitation
of original artistic work.
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Checklist
Grants available:
Maximum % you can
apply for:
When you can apply:
How much time you
need to allow:
Documents you must
attach:
Notes:

Small Grants from £250 to £2,000
Up to 90% of total eligible project costs
At any time
Six working weeks before your project can start
Your Artist CV, Budget, at least two Letters of support endorsing
your project, Equal Opportunities monitoring form
Exempt from the ‘one application’ rule (see page 8).

Return to Contents page
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Planning ahead and deadlines
You should always make your application as far ahead as possible. You need to consider
how long it takes you to complete the application process, for us to make our assessment
and confirm our decision and for you to finalise your planning, preparation, fundraising,
marketing and audience development work.
You also need to think about what you will do if your application is unsuccessful, or you are
offered less money than you applied for. You may need to factor in sufficient time to seek
alternative funding to allow your project to go ahead.

For Small Grants (less than £5,000) you need to allow a minimum of 6 working
weeks’ assessment time between the date you submit and the date you want to start
your project. We won’t be able to accept applications with a start date that’s too soon.

Small Grant applications can be submitted at any time. They will be considered at the next
available decision meeting, held on a rolling basis. We’ll take up to six working weeks to
give you our decision. You’ll normally be able to start your project after we’ve received your
‘signed’ grant acceptance.

For Large Grants (more than £5,000) you need to allow a minimum of 9 working
weeks’ assessment time between the deadline date and the date you want to start your
project. We won’t be able to accept applications with a start date that’s too soon.

Large Grant applications can be submitted four times a year, by 5.00pm on the deadline
dates shown below. We cannot accept late applications. We’ll take up to nine working
weeks to give you our decision. You’ll normally be able to start your project after we’ve
received your signed grant acceptance, provided any conditions of grant have been met.
Large Grant deadlines for this year:





Friday 17th May 2013
Friday 26th July 2013
Friday 11th October 2013
Friday 24th January 2014

Return to Contents page
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Need advice or have a query?
Our Information Officers can help you with your application or funding enquiry and we can
help you access our full range of advice, information and services.
You can contact us in a number of ways:


by phone from 9.00am to 5.00pm, Monday to Friday on 0845 873 4900



by email to information@artscouncilofwales.org.uk



by attending one of our bookable Funding Surgeries held in different parts of Wales

You’ll be able to establish if we’re the right funding body to be talking to and whether your
proposed project sounds like something we might be able to support.
We’ll also be able to tell you what steps you might take to strengthen your proposal. We’ll
be able to locate and send you any of our further guidance documents (such as Equal
opportunities or Welsh language), or suggest organisations that may be able to offer more
advice, or help you identify potential partners for your project.
...but before you contact us
it would be helpful if you could consider some basic information about your project
proposal.
This would include:


A brief description of your artistic project



An indication of which of our funding priorities you believe your project will address



An estimated total project cost and how much grant you are seeking, along with an
indication of confirmed or potential funding partners



An estimated start date and finish date

If you haven’t applied to us before, we may ask for more information about your current
professional practice and for some examples of your recent creative work.
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If you need more detailed advice...
We can arrange for you to have a discussion with the most appropriate officer via a
bookable Funding surgery slot or a bookable telephone consultation. Call our Information
Officers on 0845 873 4900 or email information@artscouncilofwales.org.uk to find out
what’s available to book.
Funding surgeries are usually held every fortnight in venues throughout Wales, which are
open to all applicants. You’ll be able to meet one of our officers and discuss your project
proposals.
When you book we’ll ask you to prepare some information in advance of that discussion to
help us provide the most useful advice on the day.
We want to offer as much support as we can to individuals who are first-time applicants, so
we’ll prioritise them for one-to-one meetings. We’d encourage more experienced applicants
(who have received grants from us previously) to phone or email us with any queries they
may have.

Return to Contents page
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Advice on filling in the application form
If you’re a first-time user
If this is your first online application you’ll need to create an account (by clicking the New
Account link) in order to login and access our system.
We’ll ask you to provide detailed information about you and your usual professional
practice before you tell us about your project. This will help us carry out our assessment and
to answer questions about our work. For all subsequent applications our system will display
that information for you to review so you don’t have to type it in again unless you wish to
make changes.
Filling in the application form and using our Essential Help Notes
Each application form has links to a set of Essential Help Notes, which you should read
carefully before starting to fill anything in. You can also download the relevant document
from our website at: www.artscouncilofwales.org.uk
Our Essential Help Notes give you detailed advice on what we’re looking for with each
question and about the range of supporting information which you’ll need to attach to your
application. This includes detailed guidance on budgets such as what costs are eligible or
ineligible, what in kind costs can be accepted and what costs need to be broken down.
Please ensure that your application is as complete and comprehensive as possible.
When you submit your application, you’ll receive confirmation of receipt by email.
If we’ve agreed ‘other ways’ for you to apply, you can deliver your application in person to
our Cardiff office during our office hours or post it to us at the address below. For these
applications we’ll send you an acknowledgement of receipt within five working days.
Submitting bulky items...
If you need to send us bulky items such as books or catalogues, please deliver them to our
Cardiff office during our office or post them to us at:
Arts Council of Wales, Bute Place, Cardiff CF10 5AL
All items must be clearly marked with your name, project title and application reference
number (if known).

Return to Contents page
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What we do with your application...
Your application will be checked by a member of staff and allocated to an assessing officer.
Unfortunately there are occasions when we receive an application that isn’t complete
enough for us to carry out a proper assessment. Common examples are budgets with too
little detail or that contain errors, marketing plans that are too brief and letters of support
that don’t mention the actual project.
We want to give all applications the best possible chance of success in a competitive
assessment process, so if your application isn’t ready for assessment we’ll return it to you.
We’ll tell you the main reasons why we aren’t able to assess your application at this time.
For Small Grants you can make a new application at any time. For Large Grants you can
make a new application for the next available deadline.
Assessment and decision-making
If your application is complete the assessing officer will carefully consider your application
and full range of supporting information. We won’t come back to you to ask for additional
information. Your application will be considered alongside others at a decision meeting
chaired by a senior member of staff. The meeting may include advisers.
We will prioritise those applications that demonstrate the strongest fit with our expectations
and our funding priorities. This includes prioritising applications that are either from, or that
target, people from particular groups. It’s also possible that some applications will not be
funded, depending on how much budget is available.
Getting the result
For Small Grants we’ll give you our decision within six working weeks of your submission
date. For Large Grants we’ll give you our decision within nine working weeks of the
deadline date.
If your application is successful you’ll receive a formal offer of grant by email (or by post if
we’ve agreed to do this), confirming the level of grant and any additional conditions (for
example written confirmation of partnership funding). It will also include our standard
conditions of grant, our accreditation and branding requirements and of course information
about your payments.
Grants up to £5,000 are usually paid in a single payment when we’ve received your
electronically signed grant acceptance form (or signed and posted if we’ve agreed to do
this). Once we’ve received your acceptance of our grant offer (and your confirmation of
start and end dates), you can begin your project.
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For grants over £5,000 we review your financial information (including a cashflow) and
provide a payment schedule. This will say when we need to receive financial or activity
reports during the life of your project and indicate where any additional conditions will need
to be met before a payment can be made. Once we’ve received your acceptance of our
grant offer (and your confirmation of start and end dates), you can begin your project.
If your application is unsuccessful we’ll send you a letter by email (or by post if we’ve
agreed to do this), explaining the main reasons for our decision. You’ll be able to discuss
this with a member of our staff if you wish.
During your project and when it’s finished
For some projects we’ll ask you for an Interim Report about how the project is going. It may
ask for information about finance and activity. You’ll be able to do this online.
We may arrange for officers or advisers to attend activities and events for quality appraisal
purposes. We can’t visit all of our funded projects, but we’ll encourage you to email us
press reviews, testimonials, images and recordings. We may use some of these in our
publications and on our website.
At the end of your project we’ll ask you for a Completion Report. It will include financial
information including all your partnership funding, activity details and key outcomes and
your self-assessment of your project’s impact, showing how it delivered on its objectives.
You’ll be able to do this online.
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Some of the other advice and guidance that we can offer
You’ll find a wealth of information on our website, www.artscouncilofwales.org.uk, but here
is a selection of important and useful documents.
Our Equal Opportunities Policy details our commitment to equality of opportunity. We also
offer an example of an Equal Opportunities Policy for small voluntary organisations. We do
not ask individual applicants to submit an Equal Opportunities Policy, but the above
guidance will help you plan how you will create appropriate access to your project. The
Equality and Human Rights Commission is also an excellent source of advice, including an
Equality Act Starter Kit.

Equal Spaces offers best practice guidance for arts providers on a range of disability issues.
Our Children and Young People Protection Policy and Guidelines detail our commitment to
safeguarding the welfare of children and young people who attend and participate in the
arts and offers advice to client organisations on developing an appropriate policy. We don’t
fund individuals to work with children and young people, but the guidance will help you
understand the issues that have to be considered by galleries and venues that present your
creative work.
In 2011 we published our new strategy for arts and young people, Young Creators. It has a
companion document Child poverty and the arts agenda – improving access that details our
specific approach to meeting the Welsh Government’s targets for tackling child poverty.

Boost is a step-by-step guide to writing a Marketing Action Plan for your project. It includes
a template which you can use with all projects and when applying for our funding.
Sometimes individual artists agree to work together to form a new company or
organisation. Our Governing Document Guidelines for Organisations contains information
about creating a governing document for a new organisation.
Our Welsh Language Toolkit provides guidance for clients seeking to extend the use of the
Welsh language within the arts. It includes contact details of several agencies that specialise
in Welsh language provision.
You can also download our Funding Guidelines Companion document, in which you’ll find
contact details for local authority Arts Services, other potential funders and a list of
organisations that may be able to offer help and advice.
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Other schemes and services for individuals
We operate a number of other schemes and services for individuals. For further information
you can visit the websites where noted, or you can Contact us.
Advanced Study Music Scholarships
The Advanced Study Music Scholarships are designed to support advanced (postgraduate)
musical training for promising musicians from Wales. The training should take place in a
recognised Academy or Conservatoire and last for the academic year 2014/15. The
deadline for applications will be in Spring 2014. We’ll announce the details on our website
in due course.
Brian Ross Memorial Awards
Brian Ross, an arts enthusiast, left his estate to the Arts Council of Wales stating that the
fund was to be used to support a young Welsh or Wales based visual artist in the early
stages of their professional artistic career. Universities are given the opportunity to nominate
graduating students whom they feel would particularly benefit from the opportunity to
continue to develop their practice. Two awards per year are made from the fund. We’ll
announce the details for 2013 on our website in due course.
Collectorplan
These are interest-free loans of up to £2,000 available to members of the public wishing to
buy contemporary art and craft from galleries in Wales participating in the Collectorplan
scheme. This in turn generates income for galleries and for artists. The loans are available
to any UK resident over the age of 18, subject to the usual status enquiries. Loans up to
£1,000 are repayable over a maximum of 10 months. Loans up to £2,000 are repayable
over a maximum of 15 months. Applications may be submitted at any time, through
participating galleries. For a list of galleries and further information please visit
www.collectorplan.org.uk or Contact us.
Creative Wales Awards & Creative Wales Ambassadors
Creative Wales Awards are to support artists’ development and are made in all artforms.
They’re intended to give space and time for an artist who’s already had career
achievements, to undertake creative experimentation and research to inform their future
practice, but not necessarily to deliver defined and predetermined outcomes. We will
publish separate Creative Wales Awards guidelines on our website in May 2013. The
deadline for this year’s Creative Wales applications will be 12 noon on Friday 20th
September 2013.
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Interest-free loans
Loans of up to £2,000, interest-free and repayable over a maximum of three years, are
available to professional artists from any artform discipline (Visual Arts, Craft and Applied
Arts, Music, Drama, Literature etc). They are intended to assist with the costs of running your
professional practice. You must be living and/or working in Wales for at least nine months
of the year to be eligible for consideration. Please visit www.artscouncilofwales.org.uk for
details.
International Opportunities Fund (IOF)
This is operated by Wales Arts International, our partnership with the British Council. The
IOF offers support for professional arts practitioners and arts organisations based in Wales
to explore international partnerships and projects outside the UK. You can apply online at
www.wai.org.uk. For further information please contact Wales Arts International on 029
2044 1367, or fax 029 2044 1400, or email info@wai.org.uk.
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Agency-administered schemes for Film and Literature
Our support for film and literature in Wales is channelled through these agencies. You can
visit their websites or contact them for more information.
Film Agency for Wales
The Film Agency for Wales is the sole agency for film in Wales, with a remit to ensure that
the economic, cultural and educational aspects of film are effectively represented in Wales,
the UK and the world. The Film Agency aims to facilitate the emergence of a viable and
sustainable Welsh film industry and to promote a vibrant and dynamic film culture. Its
funding programmes span film development, production, exhibition (including film festivals)
and film education.
For further information please call 029 2046 7480, or fax 029 2046 7481, or email
enquiries@filmagencywales.com, or visit www.filmagencywales.com
Literature Wales
The National Company for the development of literature in Wales, Literature Wales includes
Yr Academi Gymreig / The Welsh Academy – the National Society of Writers in Wales and
Tŷ Newydd Writers’ Centre. Literature Wales operates the Wales Book of the Year and
offers several Services for Writers – a Critical Service, a Mentoring Service and Literature
Wales Writers’ Bursaries.
For further information please call 029 2047 2266, or fax 029 2049 2930, or email
post@literaturewales.org, or visit www.literaturewales.org
Literature Wales also supports Wales Literature Exchange, which offers grants to publishers
for commissioning translations of Welsh literature into other languages. For Guidelines and
further information please call 01970 622 544, or email post@walesliterature.org, or visit
www.walesliterature.org.
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